How to get the most out of Parent /Teacher Conferences

1) E-mail or phone your student’s teachers in advance (i.e. 1 or 2 days before) to let them know you are coming.

2) Let the teachers know you are truly available and interested in what’s going on in the classroom. Ask the teacher what you can do to help and be prepared to accept their advice.

3) To get the most out of the meetings, practice active listening. Active listening intentionally focuses on the person you are listening to in order to understand what he or she is saying.

4) Go in with an open mind. Be willing to hear whatever the teacher has to say.  Everyone loves to hear good things about their students, but we also need to listen to opportunities for improvement.
5) If you have particular concerns or questions make a list beforehand.

6) Express to the teacher that you want regular communication with him or her so you can partner in the learning process. Let the teacher know you want to hear about your child’s problems as well as successes.  

7) Emphasize to the teacher that you want to be notified as soon as any problem may arise and to let them know that you are willing and eager to help in any way. 
8) Be proactive and make sure to maintain an open line of communication after the parent-teacher conference.  
